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ST. JOSEPH ’S PARISH An inc lus ive  Communi ty     
A Parish of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate  

151 Laurier Ave. E. Ottawa, ON K1N 6N8   
*  613-233-4095 *   

frontdesk@st-josephs.ca 

Welcome! 

MASS TIMES &  
RECONCILIATION 

● Week Day Mass: Wed to Fri at 
12PM  
● Weekend Masses: Saturday 5PM 

Sunday 9:30AM (Family Mass) 
& 11:30AM 

● University Mass (Sept-Apr): Sun-
day 7PM  
● Reconciliation: After weekday 

Mass or by appt.   
● Adoration: 1st Friday  
of the month after the noon Mass  

New Parishioners and Visitors 
Welcome! Registration Forms can 
be found through the Front Office 
(frontdesk@st-josephs.ca) or at the 
back of the Church 

Donations  
Register with the Parish either to 
receive envelopes, or to sign-up for 
auto-debit, online through Canada 
Helps. 

 

TEMPORARY 
CHANGES TO NOON 
MASS    SCHEDULE 

 

Father Robert will be 
away from January 16—
19, 2023. There will be 
no noon Mass on 
Wednesday, January 
18th and on Thursday, 
January 19th. Noon 
Mass resumes Friday, 
January 20th.  

Our Parish History – The Arsonist 
It was around 2am on April 4, 1880, 
when the first of three false fire alarms 
occurred. The fire department was busy 
checking them out, not realizing that 
the fourth alarm was real and resulted 
in St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church on 
Bank St. being destroyed by fire. 

At 4am, the Sexton at St. Joes arrived 
an hour earlier than normal. When he 
entered the church, he noticed a flame 
burning by the alter. He investigated 
and saw that the flame was starting to 
burn the wooden altar. He extinguished 
the fire and proceeded to open the gas 
lights to check out the church for fur-
ther possible fires.  

Upon scanning the church for fires, he 
looked up to the organ loft and noticed 
a man. The man saw the Sexton and 

rushed down the stairs and out the front door of the church into the wintery 
weather. The Sexton was not able to chase the man. 

The Sexton checked out the church and found three confessionals with lite can-
dles burning precariously close to the wood. He discovered as well that the ar-
sonist had drank the communion wine and burned the communion wafers.  

Limited damage was done to the church. City council offered a $200 reward. 
(Due to the scarcity of newspapers available during this time period I could not 
ascertain if the arsonist was ever caught.) 

Terry Byrne 

St. Joe’s Parish Historian 

  

Thank you to the Barristers for a Better Bytown! 
Barristers for a Better Bytown provided the St. Joe’s  
Women’s Centre and the St. Joe’s Supper each with a $1,000 donation this 
Christmas. We are grateful for this generous support of $2,000 to our social jus-
tice programmes! 
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PASTORAL 

Executive Director          
Christopher Adam x223  
cadam@st-josephs.ca 

Pastor  
Fr. Robert Laroche x222   
rlaroche@st-josephs.ca 

Music & Liturgy Director 

Jamie Loback  x228 

jamieloback@yahoo.ca  
Coordinator of Young Adult 
Ministry & Faith Formation 

Paul Dansereau x235 

pdansereau@st-josephs.ca 

Parish Pastoral Council 
ppc@st-josephs.ca 

Supper Table Co-Coordinators 

Sue-Anne Hess &  
Kathleen Strader x221 

suppertable@st-josephs.ca 

Women's Centre Director  
Marsha Wilson x224 

mwilson@st-josephs.ca 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

Bulletin 

Olivia Harvey 

613-233-4095 x251 

frontdesk@st-josephs.ca 

Concert & Rehearsal Rentals 

Jamie Loback  x228 

jamieloback@yahoo.ca  
Finance Coordinator 

Georgeta Mutu  x229 

gmutu@st-josephs.ca 

Front Office & Rentals 
Olivia Harvey  
613-233-4095   x251 

frontdesk@st-josephs.ca 

Maintenance Manager 

Nick Cacciato  x230 

ncacciato@st-josephs.ca 

 

HOURS & LOCATION 

Church & Hall  
174 Wilbrod St.  
Office Entrance 

151 Laurier Ave. E. 
Office Phone 

613-233-4095   
Office Hours 

Mon-Fri: 9am-1pm 

 

PARISH  
CONTACTS  

Remembering Pope Benedict XVI 

Pope Benedict has passed away. He will be remembered in numerous ways. In the 
history there will remain, of course, all he did and suffered as the supreme pontiff. 
He must also be considered for being one of the leading scholars in the time after 
Vatican II. “Introduction into Christianity” was a book that impacted on me personal-
ly when I was a theology student. And also, Pope Benedict XVI should stay in our 
heart for his kind yet strong leadership.                                                                    
 What about his relationship with the Oblates? Later, some of our historians 
will be able to evaluate in detail how it has been. For now, let me share with you just 
a few rather personal anecdotes.                                                                                          
 During my time as Superior General, I met the then Cardinal Ratzinger only 
once; it was at the Dicastery of the Doctrine of Faith. I knew that my predecessor Fr 
Marcello Zago had visited him several times as well. The subject of conversation was 
always issues of doctrine that involved Oblates. When it was my turn to see Cardinal 
Joseph Ratzinger I recall that I was very well received in his private office. Then at 
the formal meeting with him and his staff we discussed our issue, and the conversa-
tion became quite controversial. After the meeting I wrote a memory of what I re-
membered of the meeting and proposed a solution. After some days my proposal 
was accepted by Ratzinger. I felt surprised and happy and will always keep in mind 
the spirit of dialogue I had experienced when dealing with the Prefect.                  
 After his election as pope and after our next general chapter, we Oblates were 
received by him just at a general audience if my memory is correct. He had dimin-
ished the private or group audiences because of the workload of so many things. Lat-
er on, a group of Superiors General, male and female, were received by Pope Bene-
dict XVI to discuss consecrated life, and I was one of the group. There we experi-
enced a new style of communicating with our Holy Father. We just sat around a 
large table, some cardinals being also present, and talked openly about the questions 
we had been asked to prepare. The meeting lasted about one hour. It was a wonder-
ful instance of dialogue that put an end to several somehow more harsh years be-
fore, that had to do with the officers of the Dicastery for Consecrated Life.            
 The third meeting of significance for me happened after a mass in St Peter ’s 
square. Fr Louis Lougen and I were allowed to present ourselves to the Pope as out-
going and newly elected Superior of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate respectively. It 
was a short encounter. Benedict said a few words, asked us questions about the Ob-
lates and our persons and surprised us for his knowledge of background.                   
 A thing we all perhaps not have been fully aware of was Benedict ’s decisive-
ness to tackle the issue of sexual abuse by ministers of the church. Pope John Paul II 
had already entrusted to him these cases. Later, I read that Cardinal Ratzinger was 
determined to shed full light on the case of the Founder of the Legionaries of Christ 
at a time when this priest was still highly praised by many. This new way of proceed-
ing had a huge impact on the Church and the Oblates when we had to struggle with 
abuse issues.                                                                                                                  
 Behind all of this we will discover in Benedict a great love for the Church, and 
all her faithful. Yes, he never ceased to be the famous “Professor Dr. Dr.” of his Ger-
man days. But above all he proved to be a great and holy disciple of Christ, recog-
nizable as such by his kindness, joy and humility. After some years he was not afraid 
to return his pontifical responsibility for the Spouse of Christ to her husband; he felt 
he had become too diminished to fulfill his mission. Benedict loved the Church. And 
in this, he is of the same kind as Saint Eugene of Mazenod. 

By Bishop Wilhelm Steckling, O.M.I. 
Bishop of Ciudad del Este, Paraguay and former OMI Superior General. Originally published by 

OMI World.  



Parish & Ministry  
Information 

 

Parking  
Parking is free during week-
end Mass & 30 mins after. 
Parking is also available in 
UofO Lot B only on Sundays 
from 8am-2pm  
 

Ministry Contacts 

 

Christian Meditation: 
George Martin: (Mon) 
george.c.martin377@gmail.c
om  
Rick Gariepy: 
613-265-1652 (Wed.) 
Beth  Smith: 
613-563-7091(Fri.) 
 

Liturgical Environment 
Committee: Wayne Moyle  
waynemoyle8@gmail.com 

 

Refugee Outreach Commit-
tee (ROC): Dona Bowers 
(dona-bob@rogers.com). 
 

English Conversation 
Group for newcomers : 
Michaelrich-
ard2008@hotmail.com  
 

Missing information? 

To add or update Ministry  
info, please contact Front Of-
fice at frontdesk@st-
josephs.ca or extension 251. 

Front Office   
(613-233-4095, ext. 251  
frontdesk@st-josephs.ca 

 

2023 Church Envelopes: If you 
have not yet picked up your box 
of 2023 church donations enve-
lopes, you can do so by contacting 
the Front Office.  
 

2023 Missals are available for 
purchase, $5 cash, or cheque. 
Please contact the Front Office if 
you would like to purchase one. 

Our Financial Stewardship  
COLLECTION for Christmas & New Year’s Eve: $9,395 

St. Joe’s Ministries Updates 

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to everyone involved in the Music Ministry at the Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day Masses! Once again, our liturgies were greatly elevated by quality mu-
sic at our candle-lit Masses. And special thanks to Jamie Loback for continuing to 
spearhead this important ministry.  
Thank you as well  to Fr. Richard Beaudette, OMI who presided at the 7 pm and 
Christmas Day Masses, as well as to everyone involved in the Liturgical Environment 
Ministry and all volunteers.  

 

The Sunday Bulletin is our main communication vehicle at St. Joes. We are looking 
at making changes to it with an aim to better inform parishioners about issues that 
they want to know more about. Beginning in January, we will be starting some new 
initiatives.  
Ask the Pastor 

Many of us have questions about our faith and this is one approach to help provide 
you with some clarity.  The response will be limited to under 100 words and if appro-
priate references will be provided for advancing your knowledge. 
Ask the Executive Director 

We have questions about the administration of the parish and unless we know who to 
ask, often have these questions remain unanswered. This will be an opportunity to ask 
questions and receive a written response in the bulletin. Once again, answers will be 
limited to under 100 words.  
Historical Anecdotes and Welcoming New Parishioners 

In addition, we will be periodically featuring quick anecdotes about the history of our 
parish. 
We are also looking into how best to use the bulletin to introduce new parishioners to 
the greater St. Joes community. More information regarding this idea will be forth-
coming. 
Do you have questions? Simply write down your question on a piece of paper and 
include it in the collection basket during the weekend masses. No need to identify 
yourself unless you want to. 

Alternatively, you can e-mail your questions to the Pastor or Executive Director.  

The Pastor/Executive Director will choose questions to respond to on a weekly basis.  

"Listening to One Another in this World of Differences: The Importance of 
Interreligious Dialogue":  
Prof. Louis Roy OP will speak on the sources of interreligious dialogue in 
Christianity; the focus on it since Vatican II; how Catholics can cultivate this 
dialogue; the pitfalls to avoid and will conclude with some practical guidelines. Sun., 
Jan. 8, 2:30 p.m. Hosted by St. Basil's Parish Conversations for Our Times Zoom 
Series. Info: stbasilsparish@gmail.com or call 613-729-5149. 
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Mass Intentions: 
 

 

Mass intentions are available on Wed., Thur., 
and Fri. during Noon Mass for a $15.00 dona-
tion. Please notify the Front Desk, frontdesk@st-
josephs.ca for arrangements. Thank you! 
 

 

To add a name to  the prayers for Sick or those who 
have died:  Email the  Front Office,  
frontdesk@st-josephs.ca. We pray for those who are 

listed during the Prayers of the Faithful.  
 

Prayers for those who are ill: Colleen O’Meara, Carmel 
Shales, Vilma Awad, Sheila Cuming, Sarah Gwebu, Lin-
da Mitchell, Arnold Midgley, Patrick Morris, Scottie 
Ault. 
 

Prayers for those who have died: Anne Frances Morris 

 

Recommended events at the Galilee Retreat Centre 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening to Indigenous Voices:  
January 20 -22, 2023 In Person Retreat 
 

Offered by Kateri Native Ministry of Ottawa in Collaboration with Galilee Centre. We are invited to listen deeply to 
the reflections and stories of indigenous knowledge-keepers and to listen deeply to one another as we open ourselves 
to the challenge of reconciliation and renewed relationships. 
 

Cost: Single $300, Double $250, Commuter $150 

 

Click here to register online, or call 613-623-4242 x 21 to register.   
 

Enlarge the Space of Your Tent:  
Virtual Panel Conversation on the Continental Stage of the Synod of Synodality 

January 31 - Time: 6:30 - 8:00 pm (EDT) 
 

This is part 1 of a series of virtual events to take place across Canada sponsored by Galilee, Centre, Star of the North 
Retreat Centre, Queen’s House Retreat and Renewal Centre and Centre Oblat-A Voice for Justice. 
 

Join with Most Reverend Paul-Andre, Archbishop of Gatineau and Sandy Prather HOMI, Provincial Animator of 
Oblate Associates for an evening’s exploration of the Synod process asking where it has been and where it is going. 
 

Cost: No cost, registration required 

 

Click here to register online, or call 613-623-4242 x 21 to register.  
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