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www.St-Josephs.ca 
Find us on Facebook! 

A Parish of the Oblates of  
Mary Immaculate  

since 1856  

Office Entrance 
151 Laurier Ave. E. 

Office Contact 
613-233-4095 ext 221   
frontdesk@st-
josephs.ca 

Church & Hall  
174 Wilbrod St.  

Office Hours 

Mon-Fri: 8am-7:30pm 
Sat: 11am-5pm 

Weekend Mass 
Saturday 5pm 
Sunday 9:30am & 11:30am 
(7pm University Mass  
during the school year) 

Weekday Mass 
Over for the summer. 

Reconciliation 
by appointment for summer.  

Parking  
—In our lot (no need to pay 
meters while attending 
weekend Mass + 30 minutes 
after Mass.  Ministry activi-
ties will receive passes from 
your leader.  If you are park-
ing for non parish related 
activities, please pay the 
meter located at the southern 
corner of the lot.   
—Or park in U of O Lot B 
only on Sundays from 9am
-2pm (enter off Cumberland 
between Wilbrod & Stew-
art). Get pass at Welcome 
Desk to display in car.   
Questions?  Contact  
Brandon at x251. 
 

Reminder 
St. Joe’s is a busy place. 
Please do not leave valua-
bles in plain sight in your 
cars, and please don’t leave 
purses etc. in the pews, even 
when you come forward for 
Communion.  

LAST WEEKDAY 
MASS  

Please note that the 
last Weekday Mass 
of the season was on 
Friday, June 24.  

May Your Kingdom Come, 
But Not Yet 

By:  Ron Rolheiser, OMI 
 
 A friend of mine likes to be hu-
morous about his struggles in growing 
up. When I was in my twenties, he 
quips, I felt that by the time I was forty I 
would have grown up enough to let go of 
my bad habits. But when I turned forty, I 
gave myself an extra ten years, promis-
ing myself that by age fifty, I’d have 
conquered these habits. Well, now I’m 
my fifties and I’ve promised myself that 
by age sixty, I’ll be more mature and 
more serious about the deeper things in 
life. 
 Most of us, if we are honest, have 
a similar story. We’re well-intentioned, 
but we keep pushing the things we need 
to change in our lives off into the future: 
Yes, I need to do this, but I’m not ready 
yet. I want more time. Some time in the 
future, I’ll do this. 
 That’s a near-universal sentiment, 
and for good reason. The tension we 
experience between our desire to grow 
up and our perennial procrastination and 
infinite stalling in doing that, reflects in 
fact a tension that lies at the heart of Je-
sus’ message, a tension between God’s 
promises as being already here and 
God’s promises as still coming. Simply 
put: Everything Jesus promised is al-
ready here and everything Jesus prom-
ised is still coming. We’re already living 
the new, resurrected life, even as we’re 
waiting for it still to come. What lies 
inside this paradox? 
 Biblical scholars and theologians 
tell us that everything Jesus came to 
bring us (the Reign of God, the Kingdom 
of God, the New Age, the Final Age, the 
reign of justice on this earth, new life, 
the resurrection, eternal life, heaven) is 
already here, except that it’s also still 
coming. It’s here now, but not fully; a 
present reality, but in tension. And it’s 
still coming, in its fullness; still to arrive, 
in ecstasy. It’s already here, and it’s still 
to be realized. For instance, when Jesus 
says that he has come to bring us new 
life, he is not talking simply about our 
future lives in heaven; he is also talking 
about our lives here, already now. The 
new life is already here, he assures us. 
Heaven has already begun.  

Jesus preached this very clearly, and 
the problem was not that his hearers 
didn’t understand him. They under-
stood; but, almost universally, they 
resisted that message. Much as they 
yearned for God’s Kingdom to be 
already here, like my friend who 
keeps asking for another ten years to 
get his life in order, they preferred to 
push things into the future. Having 
God become concrete in their lives 
was far too threatening. 
 Gerhard Lohfink, the renowned 
Biblical scholar, aptly articulates both 
the resistance that Jesus’ hearers had 
to this part of his message and the 
reason for that resistance: “Jesus’ 
hearers prefer to push everything off 
into the future, and the story comes to 
no good end. The reign of God an-
nounced by Jesus is not accepted. The 
‘today’ offered by God is denied. And 
that, that alone, is why ‘already’ be-
comes ‘not yet.’ …It is not only in 
Nazareth that the ‘today’ of the Gos-
pel was not accepted. Later also, in 
the course of the Church’s history, it 
has again and again been denied or 
rendered toothless. The reason was 
the same as in Nazareth: apparently, it 
goes against the human grain for God 
to become concrete in our lives. Then 
people’s desires and favorite notions 
are in danger, and so are their ideas 
about time. It can’t be today, because 
that would mean that our lives have to 
change today already. Therefore it can 
lie, hygienically and snugly packed, at 
rest, inconsequential.” 
 I suspect that all of us can re-
late to that: It’s very threatening to 
have God become “concrete” in our 
lives, as opposed to God simply being 
a reality that will one day become 
very real. Because if God is 
“concrete” already now, that means 
that our worlds have to change now 
and we have to stop pushing things 
into the indefinite future. This isn’t so 
much a fault in faith as it is a procras-
tination, a stalling, wanting of a little 
more time before we need to get seri-
ous. We’re like the guests in the Gos-
pel parable who are invited to the 
wedding banquet. We, too, want to go 
to the feast, intend to go to the feast; 
but first, we need to attend to our mar-
riages, our businesses, our ambitions.  

We can get serious later. 
There’s time. We fully 
intend to take Jesus seri-
ously; it’s just that we 
want a little more time 
before we do that. 
 We are all, I sus-
pect, familiar with St. 
Augustine’s infamous 
prayer. After converting 
to Christianity at age 
twenty-five, he strug-
gled for another nine 
years to bring his sexu-
ality into harmony with 
his faith. During those 
nine years, he prayed 
this way: Lord, make me 
a chaste Christian … but 
not yet! 
 To his credit, un-
like many of us, at least 
eventually he stopped 
pushing things into the 
indefinite future. 

 

Used with permission of the 
author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father 
Rolheiser is serving as Presi-
dent of the Oblate School of 
Theology in San Antonio, Texas. 
He can be contacted through his 
website, www.ronrolheiser.com 

Welcome! 
Are you new to St. Joe's 
or a visitor? Please intro-
duce yourselves at the 
Welcome Desk at the 
back of the Church, or 
contact Maria Virjee,  
613-234-6000, 
mvsali@bell.net 

Registration 
Forms can be found at 
the Welcome Desk  

Donation envelopes 
Are provided upon regis-
tration.  Please mark your 
name clearly on front of 
each envelope.   

Online Giving 
Sign up for auto-debit at 
Welcome Desk or 
through “Canada Helps”  



Our Financial Stewardship…COLLECTION for June 19: $6,565.30  

News from around the  
Table…The Supper Table 
from Mary Murphy, Supper Table Manager,  
mmurphy@st-josephs.ca  613-233-4095 x 240  
www.stjsuppertable.ca 
 

Ottawa English Catholic Teachers Association 
Last Thursday, our cook coordinator Mike said thank 
you to the Ontario English Catholic Teachers Associ-
ation. We were fortunate to receive two years of their 
help, and they fundraised just over $41,000 for us, 
which allowed us to purchase a new range and warm-
er, as well as hire a part-time cook coordinator. 
THANK YOU, OECTA!  
 
Garden Update 
The garden conversations continue. This week, we 
had a couple who emigrated from the Congo a few 
years ago ask about seed sharing. We only had a few 
seeds to share, but there it is… another way to share. 
And why not? The week before, a neighbour who 
attends Mass at Sacre Coeur and lives in Orleans 
came and gave us red spinach seed from Haiti. We 
shall see how that grows. 

Volunteers Needed  
Gardening help for watering: Monday—Friday  
(any time between 8 am and 10 am)  
Kitchen help: Fridays, 9 am – 12 pm  
Contact stjvolunteer151@gmail.com to sign up.  
Or call 613-233-4095, x 240.  
 
Thank you! 
—Thank you to Kardish Foods, Bridgehead Coffee on 
Dalhousie, and Midas on St. Laurent for their dona-
tions!  
—Thank you and Happy Birthday to Maria Virjee. 
Maria invited her birthday guests to make a donation 
in her honour and raised $505 for St. Joe’s Supper 
Table!  
 
Meal Program Needs: beets, flour, sugar, sandwich 
bags, lunch bags, sliced bread, sliced cheese, sand-
wich meat, black beans (for sandwiches) 

Food Bank Needs: Canned tomatoes, canned fruit, 
canned milk, cream soups, mac and cheese, fresh veg-
etables, instant coffee, sugar, spices and herbs, pep-
per, jam, peanut butter  

LGBT & Straight  
Alliance Book Club 
Please join us for a discus-
sion on Under the Udala 
Trees, by  Chinelo Okpa-
ranta, Wednesday, June 29, 
7 pm, in the Oblate Lounge 
at the parish 
building. The 
book is available 
in the Ottawa 
Public Library 
and in bookstores.  

Pray for the sick: Claire Cote, Anneleise Coulome, Theresa Fletcher , Maur il Belanger , Alma Kennedy, Alber t 
Greene, Mary Bingham, Claudia Leich, Tom Okrainec, Ron Burns, Rolf Schindler, Jim Teahen, Catherine Harker, 
Pauline Shields, Laurie Siraco Bruder, Ronida Augustin, The Laguerre Family, Ann Van Reagan, Ken Spear, George 

Rushton, Cecilia Ryan, Dan Handfield, Marion Chappell, Kenuli Amodya Monice Forestell, Marion Kizas, Kerri Evans, Franzie 
Kopp, Charlotte McCarthy, Jean-Claude Filion, Joann Lacroix, and Dexter Aneler. Pray for those who have died: Theresa Mary 
Smith, Frank Dobranski, Jo Cox, Fr. Clarence Lavigne OMI, Janice Shaughnessy-Benson, Joan Monette, Diane Spencerville, Bill 
Beahan, Rose Banning, Sister Berenice McCoy, Sister Pauline Dalton, Elyse Schinck, Francine Major, Joanne Meeks, Martial 
Girod, Margaret Dorner, Halim Abboud, Joan Robson, Paul Taylor, Alberto Pulido, Mervyn Summers, Justin Okeny, Remo Mar-
cantonio, and Guy Rodier. To add a name, please inform the Front Office or write it in the binder at the Welcome Desk. 

—Read and reflect on Richard 
Rohr’s Daily Meditation. 
—Read the weekly reflections/
homilies on St. Joe’s website. 
—Do nice things, start small, 
and get bigger. 
—Sing. 
—Pray morning and night. 
—Meditation, seeing God in 
all people.  Always think posi-
tive first. 
—Try to be good to everyone. 
—Volunteering  
—Helping the disadvantaged. 
—I read the Bible and pray. 
—I go to church and try my 

best to learn about my faith and 
practise the morals and values 
my faith lives me. 
—Say rosary daily. 
—Participate in the Sacraments 
– Eucharist and Reconciliation, 
pray with my community, pray 
at home. 
—Read and reflect on my faith. 
Hang with religious people.   
—Daily prayer, meditation, 
quiet moment to reflect on 
God’s presence in my life. 
—Praying together, reading the 
Bible, practising mindfulness 
on a daily basis and being part 

of St. Joe’s community. 
—Ask God every day to guide 
my thoughts to be positive.   
—Quiet reflection and going 
for walks. 
—Become involved in various 
ministries. 
—Say prayers in morning and 
before bedtime. Also try to see 
God in everyone. 
—I read the Bible and pray. 
—Meditation, daily reflection, 
weekend mass. 
—Be, listen, love, live. 
—Belong to Christian group: 
The King's Daughters and Sons 

Retreat, etc. 
—Memorize 
and meditate 
on scripture.  
—Remember 
that “love is 
love is love is 
love.” 
—I do very nice things and 
remember Jesus and God. 
—Keep an open mind and 
heart. 
—Confront homophobic no-
tions and other abuses.  

Parish Community Question: June — “What do you do to nurture your faith?”  

Library News  
Books available on the  
EUCHARIST include: Fo-
ley, Edward. From Age to 
Age: how Christians have 
celebrated (BV825.6.F64 
1991); Huck, Gabe. Com-
munion Rite Sunday Mass 
(BX2235.H82 1989) and 
McPartland, Paul. Eucha-
rist: the Body of Christ (BX 
2.2.M3 2004).  

Attention, all St. Joe’s Volunteers: The Archdiocese has published a Code of Conduct for all parish staff 

and volunteers. If you volunteer in any capacity here at the parish, please stop by the Welcome Desk to pick up your copy. The 
acknowledgement page is to be returned in the coming weeks, once you’ve had a chance to read the document. Contact Brandon 
at the Front Office if you have any questions. Thank you for your cooperation.  

Men's Circle— BBQ and 'Open House' Monday June 27, 7-10 pm, St. Joe's Deck.  

Info & RSVP davidanthonyperry@gmail.com  All men, 18 and up,  are welcome to check it out.  
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