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Congratulations!  The community of St. Joseph’s celebrates your 

engagement with you.  We assume that since you are reading this guide, you are 
either already parishioners at St. Joseph’s or are looking at having your wedding 
here.  This guide is meant to answer many questions…even before you decide to get 
married at St. Josephs, affectionately known as St. Joe’s.   

Please take the time for both you and your fiancé (e) to read through this Guide 

together.  If you want to proceed at St. Joe’s:  1) Complete the St. Joe’s Wedding 
Registration Form; 2) Schedule a meeting with our Coordinator of Faith 

Formation, Andrew Pump at the parish; and 3) Print and bring a copy of the St. 
Joe’s Wedding Checklist which is provided to help you navigate the “wedding 

paperwork waters” required by the Catholic Archdiocese of Ottawa.  It is expected 
that you would give a parish at least 6 months’ notice before planning your wedding 
date.  It is the responsibility of the couple to see that all the necessary steps are 
taken in a timely manner.  Yes, there is paperwork!  Welcome to marriage! 

Marriage – A Sacred Time 
Entering into the sacrament of matrimony is a sacred and serious undertaking. By 
choosing to celebrate this within the Catholic Christian community, you acknowledge 
your commitment to Christian beliefs. Or, if one of you is of another faith or no faith, 
then by having your marriage here, you acknowledge that you enter into this rite 
with respect for the Christian Faith.  Either a priest or a deacon will preside at the 
celebration as the official Catholic witness. But the bride and groom are the primary 
ministers of the Sacrament. We affirm this role in the ritual through actions, words 
and the couple’s placement in the rite. 

Getting married in “the” Catholic Church is different than getting married in “a” 
church.  There is an assumed connection to the community in Christ, a community 
that is there to support you and your marriage in the years to come.   

A Word about the current “Wedding Culture” 
The Catholic faith community challenges the western “wedding culture” in many 
areas.  We know that the wedding industry is a lucrative one but no couple needs to 
give into an industry that focuses on only one day.  In our faith tradition, the focus is 
on the marriage itself that begins with the exchange of vows on this day.  Of course 
you want this day to be special, but this is the beginning of your lives together in a 
new way.  We know there are countless resources devoted to the wedding day…but 
our concern is your marriage.  It may be hard to keep this in mind…we will try to help 
you navigate your planning so you can make this day your own.  In the end, each 
action, symbol, and ritual should mean something to you.  Hang in there! 
 

Church 
Entrance 
(use this address for 
Invitations) 
174 Wilbrod St.  
Ottawa, ON   K1N 6N8 

 

Office 
Entrance 
151 Laurier Ave. E. 
Ottawa, ON   K1N 6N8 

 

Office Hours 
Mon-Fri: 8am-7:30pm 
Sat: 11am-5pm 

 

Website 
st-josephs.ca 

 

Weekend 
Masses 
Saturday: 5pm 
Sunday:  
9:30am & 11:30am 
7:30pm University Mass 
(Sept-April) 

 

 Wedding  
Questions? 
Andrew Pump, 
Coordinator of Faith 
Formation 
613-233-4095 x 235 
apump@st-josephs.ca 
 

Pastor  
Fr. Richard Beaudette 
613-233-4095 x 222 
rbeaudette@ 
omilacombe.ca 
 

Music  
Jamie Loback 
613-233-4095 x 228 
JamineLoback@yahoo.ca 

IMPORTANT INFO 
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Before moving forward… 
If either the intended bride or groom has been married before in a civil or religious ceremony, you must 
first contact the Chancery Office of the Archdiocese of Ottawa.  The only exception is that of a previously 
married widow or widower.  The Chancery Office of the Archdiocese of Ottawa can be reached at 613-738-
5025.   This is the first step before moving forward.  If you have any questions, contact Andrew at the 
parish.   
 

(If you are getting married outside of Ottawa but need St. Joe’s to create your marriage 
file, see the website for the steps in the process.) 

 
Your Initial Meeting with our Coordinator of Faith 
Formation 

If you are still discerning getting married (or getting married at St. Joe’s), you are welcome to meet 
informally with Andrew Pump, Coordinator of Faith Formation.   
 
When you are ready to book your wedding, please schedule a time to meet with Andrew.  He will be the 
“keeper of the papers” and will be your main contact for your wedding preparations and the first step.  
Please direct all your questions to him unless otherwise instructed.  This cuts down on miscommunication 
that you don’t need during your planning.   Andrew usually takes appointments on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, 
or Thursdays, including the evenings.  Some Sundays are also available.  Wedding dates are not scheduled 
until your Wedding Registration form and fee are received.   
 
Andrew can be reached at 613-233-4095 x 235, apump@st-josephs.ca 
Please bring the following to your initial meeting with Andrew:  1) Completed Wedding Registration Form   
2) a printed copy of the Couple Checklist and 3) check or cash for your (non-refundable) Wedding Fee.   
 
 

Your paperwork 

This is an important responsibility and it is yours.   

All your paperwork should be into St. Joe’s 2 months before your wedding.   

Your Initial Meeting with our Pastor  
After you meet with Andrew, turn in your initial paperwork, and pay your fee, your next meeting will be 
with Fr. Richard Beaudette, our Pastor (you may also be assigned another priest or deacon if Fr. Richard is 
not available for your wedding date).  He will meet with you so he can get to know you both, conduct your 
interviews, and give you some resources to plan your liturgy.   
Fr. Richard Beaudette can be reached at rbeaudette@omilacombe.ca or 613-233-4095 x 222. 

 

mailto:apump@st-josephs.ca
mailto:rbeaudette@omilacombe.ca


Your St. Joe’s Wedding Guide 

 

3 
Revised May 22, 2019 

Your Wedding Date and Time  

A wedding takes place within the yearly cycle of the Church, which has times and seasons of joy and glory, 
and seasons of reconciliation and peace. Generally, weddings are not scheduled during Advent (the season 
that precedes Christmas) or Lent (the season that precedes Easter) but this is not out of the question.   

Weddings are usually held on Saturdays at 11:30am or 2pm.  Out of respect for other events that day, your 
wedding will be expected to start on-time and the Presider will need to reserve the right to eliminate parts 
of the ceremony if any wedding starts late.  Despite what you may have heard, it is not customary for the 
bride to be late to her own wedding.  Can you imagine hosting a gathering at your home and deciding to 
show up late once your guests have already arrived?  It is a sign of respect to your family, guests, and 
presider to start at the time that you designated.  Thank you for your cooperation.     
 

Your Wedding Fee  

There is a non-refundable fee for each wedding so be sure of the date and time of your wedding before 
paying your fee.  The Wedding fee per couple is $550.  This includes the use of the Church for your 
rehearsal and wedding, the presider, an accompanist (organ and/or piano), as well as a soloist.  Parking is 
also included.  Registered and currently active members of the St. Joe’s community are offered a 
discounted rate, please see Andrew.  Remember, your wedding date is not confirmed until your payment is 
received.  Please make your cheque out to “St. Joseph’s Parish” and note in the “memo” section of the 
cheque the last names of the bride and groom and wedding date.  If not handing your cheque to Andrew in 
person, please drop off to the front desk in an envelope to the attention of “Andrew Pump.”   

Church Parking Lot  

At St. Joe’s, our parking lot is a paid lot and open to the public.  We do not reserve the lot for weddings so 
all parking is first come-first serve.  We contract with a parking company to help monitor our parking lot 
24/7.  Cars without a valid Wedding Parking Pass, or a guest pass from the Parish Office, or receipt from the 
meter (located at the south end of the parking lot) or a guest pass will be ticketed and/or towed.   
 
For your wedding, you will be sent a PDF of a 2 hour parking pass that you can make available to your 
guests for the day of your wedding.   

If your guests wish to sight-see, visit a pub, or if your reception is nearby and guests wish to leave their cars 
in the Church lot, their guest parking pass is only good for the wedding ceremony.  If any car remains in the 
lot after the ceremony, the owner must then:  1) pay the meter for the time the car will remain in the lot; 2) 
display the meter receipt on their dashboard; and 3) move the vehicle to the lot that is located behind the 
school – adjacent to our main Church lot.  This is all explained on the Wedding Parking Pass.   
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Membership at St. Joe’s 

We welcome individuals or couples who intentionally seek a faith home to consider St. Joe’s.  We are a 
vibrant, inclusive, and active community.  To become a member of St. Joe’s, a person or a couple is 
expected to: 
1.  Register with the parish – the form is at the front desk or at Mass at the Welcome Desk.   
2.  Attend weekend services on a regular basis (at least twice a month) 
3.  Volunteer within the community as you are available – a staff member will help you in this area 
4.  Give financially to the parish – our community is sustained by the contributions of its members.  
 
If one or both of you would like to consider becoming a member of St. Joe’s, plan to talk this over with 
Andrew Pump at your initial meeting.  You will be assisted on how to get more involved.  It’s a great parish.   

Marriage Preparation Program 

If you are asking to be married within the Catholic Church, as a couple you are required to attend a Catholic 
Marriage Preparation program.  Marriage Preparation helps you better prepare for a marriage based in 
faith and community and to help build on your present foundation of communication and relationship 
building skills. It is designed to explore some of the demands and responsibilities of a faith-based marriage, 
and to examine your thoughts, beliefs, and feelings about your marriage.   

St. Joe’s hosts Marriage Preparation twice a year...usually once in the spring and once in the fall.  If you 
would like to be alerted when the next session is confirmed, please contact Andrew to be put on the 
contact list.  There is a separate fee for the Marriage Preparation Program at St. Joe’s.  If you find that you 
cannot make the dates of the St. Joe’s marriage preparation class, please let Andrew Pump know as soon as 
possible.   

Baptismal Certificates 

If either the bride or groom is Catholic, they must contact their church of Baptism ASAP and request a new 
baptismal certificate.  The original baptismal certificate in your baby book is not what we need.  Parishes all 
over the world are used to these requests and you usually need to provide to them your name, date of 
birth, and date of baptism, if you know it.  Then they will send you a new baptismal certificate.  Once 
received, this new original certificate must be turned into Andrew Pump at the parish and becomes part of 
your marriage file.  Your Church of baptism may require a small fee.  Sorry, but photocopies, faxes, or email 
versions cannot be accepted.  If not handing to Andrew in person, drop off to the front desk in an envelope 
with Andrew’s name. 
 
If either the bride or groom is not Catholic yet baptized, they must: provide a copy of their baptismal 
certificate or request a form from Andrew that allows someone who witnessed their baptism to testify in 
writing that a baptism did take place. 

If either the bride or groom has not been baptized, he/she should produce a letter from a parent that they 
have never been baptized. This form is also available from Andrew.  
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“Freedom to Marry” statements 
Both the bride and the groom need to produce a statement from a parent that states that this person has 
not been married in either a civil or religious ceremony.  If both parents are deceased, a sibling or other 
relative can complete and sign the form.  A PDF for the form is included on our website.   
 

Confirmation Certificates 
If either the bride or the groom is Catholic, they should provide a copy of their Confirmation certificate.  
(Some baptismal certificates will also list Confirmation details and this will suffice).   

Marriage License 

The civil Marriage License must be obtained from Ottawa City Hall and is valid for only 3 months. It is 2 
pages.  Please also bring the parish the large brown envelope that the City provides that we will use to mail 
your completed marriage license.  You cannot be married without a license.  For more information contact 
the City Hall of Ottawa at 613-580-2400. 

Is either the Bride or the Groom registered at a Catholic 
Parish other than St. Joe’s? 
You will need a letter from that parish giving you permission to marry at St. Joe’s. 

Your meeting with our Music Director
Jamie Loback oversees all music used in the liturgical events of the parish.  Jamie will meet with you to 
assist in the selection of music as well as rehearse with any soloists, both vocal and instrumental, if 
required.   
 
Although love songs or ballads are meaningful, these are best enjoyed at the reception. Music for the 
wedding liturgy is to be sacred in its quality and inspiration. Hymns and other forms of liturgical music are 
appropriate as well as many selections from the canon of western “classical” music. However, 
congregational singing is the expected norm.   
Should you arrange to use a music source other than from our music director, Jamie can help with the 
musical selections.  He will meet with your musicians prior to the rehearsal to review the music selection, 
he will attend the music rehearsal and help with the set-up of sound equipment for the wedding itself.  
Jamie is at jamieloback@yahoo.ca or 613-233-4095 x228. 

 

Planning your Wedding Liturgy  
When you meet with our Pastor, Fr. Richard Beaudette, you will be given a booklet to use to help plan your 
wedding liturgy.  You will be asked to choose Scripture readings, people who will read them, as well as 
other parts of the ceremony.  You are the hosts of this ceremony so make it your own, together.  

mailto:jamieloback@yahoo.ca
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The Marriage Liturgy 
The general outline for a Catholic Wedding is as follows: 

 

The Wedding Ceremony (no Mass) 

 

Procession 

 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Welcome 

Opening Prayer 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

1st reading (you choose reading and reader) 

Psalm: (sung) (you choose with Music Dir) 

2nd reading (optional, you choose reading and reader) 

Gospel acclamation (sung) 

Gospel: (you choose from some options) 

Homily: Presider 

 

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

Introduction 

Statement of intentions (vows) 

Blessing & exchange of the rings 

General Intercessions (also called Prayers of 

the Faithful - you choose from suggested 

prayers or write your own.  You also chose a 

reader) 

Nuptial Blessing  

 

CONCLUDING RITES  

Lord’s Prayer 

Solemn Blessing 

Signing of the Marriage Register 

 

 

Recessional  

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Wedding Ceremony within Mass* 

 

Procession  

 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 

Welcome 

Opening Prayer 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

1st reading (you choose reading and reader) 

Psalm: (sung) (you choose with Music Dir) 

2nd reading (optional, (you choose reading and reader) 

Gospel acclamation (sung) 

Gospel: (usually chosen by Presider) 

Homily: Presider 

 

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT 

Introduction 

Statement of intentions (vows) 

Blessing & exchange of the rings 

General Intercessions (also called Prayers of 

the Faithful - you choose from suggested 

prayers or write your own.  You also chose a 

reader) 

 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST  

Preface 

Eucharistic Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Nuptial Blessing 

Communion 

Prayer after Communion 

 

CONCLUDING RITES  

Signing of the Marriage Register 

Solemn Blessing 

 

Recessional 
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More details on the Wedding Liturgy… 

In the beginning… 
In the Catholic faith community, we recognize that men and women come to marriage as equal partners 
into a covenant relationship with God. This sets the foundation for all other aspects of the ceremony.   In 
the Catholic tradition we do not believe in superstitions like the idea that it is bad luck for the bride and 
groom to see each other before the marriage ceremony.  Some couples even choose to get ready 
separately and then meet one another privately before the ceremony or with immediate family members.  
Some couples choose to greet their guests as they arrive at the Church…remember you are the hosts for 
your wedding.  Remember, think and discuss what you wish for your day together.   

Many couples are surprised to learn that unlike the popular form of the wedding procession which suggests 
that the bride is given away by one man (her father) to another man (the groom), the faith of the Catholic 
Church holds that the bride and groom enter marriage mutually and as equal, complementary partners. In 
the Catholic faith community, no one is given away and it is the couple that gives themselves to each other.  
This is why the tune known as “Here Comes the Bride” is not played for the procession: This focus on the 
bride alone contradicts the Church’s emphasis on the couple. It is the couple, who witness to their love 
through the sacrament, who acts as the primary ministers and therefore are expected to participate in 
elements of the wedding day together.   

Some Orders of Procession to consider: 

1) The bride, groom, and whole wedding party as well as all guests meet in the entrance where the opening 
rites take place. The procession moves into the church and everyone finds seats as they enter.   
-or- 
2) The bride and groom and their families and attendants gather at the church entrance. The presider 
greets them there with the opening rites before going into the church.  The attendants lead, followed by 
the groom with his parent(s), followed by the bride with her parent(s).   
-or- 
3) The Presider begins near the altar and the procession includes the attendants, followed by the groom 
with his parent(s), followed by the bride with her parent(s).   
-or- 
4) The groom begins near the altar and the bride processes in with both of her parents.  Assure the father of 
the bride that he will still walk his daughter down the aisle. He’ll simply be joined in this happy role by the 
bride’s mother.   
-or- 
5) The bride and groom process in together.   
-or- 
a variation of any of these.  These reflections are offered so that all couples understand that they have 
many options.  Give serious consideration to these entrance processions which speak to the mutuality of 
your marriage commitment from the very beginning.   
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Choosing your readings… 
There is usually a 1st reading from the Old or New Testament, and then the Psalm that is usually sung and 
lead by the soloist.  You may also have a 2nd reading from Scripture but this is optional.  (If you have a 2nd 
reading, usually the 1st reading is from the Old Testament and the 2nd reading is from the New Testament).  
You may choose any readings from the Bible that you wish.  You will be given a variety of suggestion to 
choose from that may be helpful.  When selecting your readings, we invite you to consider how you express 
and see your spiritual life as a couple.  Are you a couple who strive for social justice, offer hospitality, 
volunteer in your neighborhood, or show concern for ecology?  
You will also choose the Gospel reading.  The homily comes next and is provided by the Presider. 

The exchange of vows… 
After the homily or reflection, the couple is invited to stand in the midst of their guests and proclaim their 
vows of which they have some choices.  These vows are all important as they are considered binding for as 
long as you both are alive.  Strong words indeed! 

Prayers of the Faithful… 
Then we all join together to pray for the needs of the world and for you as you begin married life. You will 
be invited to write your own prayers of the faithful. Suggestions will be provided.   

Signing of the register… 
Contrary to assumption that you need many attendants in your wedding party, you each need only one 
witness who will sign the Marriage Register with you.   

*Eucharist/Communion is your choice.  If you are both practicing Catholics, you might choose to celebrate 
your Marriage within the context of Mass (which includes communion).  It is your choice.  If you are not 
active in your faith or if one of you is not Catholic, it is suggested that the wedding ceremony not include 
Mass.  It can be difficult to celebrate unity when not everyone comes forth to share in communion.  The 
Catholic ceremony is just as beautiful, just as official, and concentrates on the Word of God and the 
Marriage Liturgy.  You can talk more about this with Andrew and your presider.   

Your Wedding Rehearsal 

Be sure you have agreed upon a rehearsal date and time with BOTH your presider and the Music Director.  
The rehearsal is usually held on an evening before the actual day, often around 5 or 6pm.  The entire 
wedding party should be involved in the rehearsal.  It is an opportunity to walk through some of the 
elements. For example, this includes the procession in and out of the church, placement for the exchange of 
vows, and signing the required papers. It is also an opportunity for the readers to become familiar with the 
readings and with the sound system.   
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The Big Day 
Please note that we do not provide staff or coordinators on the day of your wedding.  Be sure to bring all 
the supplies that you need on the day and be sure to leave the Church as you found it.  We do not have 
cleaning staff available in between such ceremonies.  Please assign someone to be sure to gather your 
flower boxes, left over programs, etc. so the Church is ready for the next service.  Thanks so much for your 
cooperation!   
 

A Word about Invitations 
The actual church address is 174 Wilbrod St., Ottawa, ON, K1N 6N8.   

It may be helpful to note that Wilbrod is one way.  The Church parking lot can be accessed off Wilbrod as 

well as off Laurier, in the alleyway between the Parish Office and Second Cup coffee shop.    

(The Parish Office is located at 151 Laurier Ave…the other side of the building and block.  This is the address 

that often comes up for St. Joe’s but can be confusing.  Be sure to use 174 Wilbrod).   

 

The Last Word 
We know that planning a wedding can seem daunting.  We are here to help.  Just take one step at a time.  

And remember, how you are navigating the planning of this day is a microcosm of your relationship.  So be 

patient, kind and gentle with each other.  Keep a sense of humour too!  Wedding planning can say a lot 

about a couple so be intentional about building your relationship, even during this time.   

 

All your required paperwork, including your Marriage License from City Hall, 
should be into St. Joe’s by TWO (2) months before your wedding date!  
 
Many blessings on your continued planning! 
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Frequently Asked Questions and Answers  
 

Q.  My fiancé (e) is not Catholic. Can we still get married in the Church?  

A.  Yes! 

If yours is going to be an ecumenical marriage, that is, a Catholic marrying a Christian from another 

Christian denomination, or an interfaith marriage, that is a Catholic marrying a person from a non-Christian 

tradition, you must know the following: 

A.  The non-Catholic party is not required to become a Catholic. 

B.  As a couple, your faith-based intentions must be clearly known to each other. That is why a discussion of 

views on faith, possible future children, and family faith practices will be part of the pre-nuptial process.  

C.  The marriage liturgy for interfaith or ecumenical marriages consists of a liturgy of the word (scriptures, 

prayer, and homily) and the marriage rite (vows, blessing and exchange of rings, and prayer).  Celebrating 

the Eucharist (Communion) is highly discouraged since marriage is a Sacrament of unity and having an 

element of your wedding ceremony where only the bride or only groom partake is not honoring that unity 

in the best way possible.   

Q.  What if we want a bilingual ceremony? 
A.  Fantastic.  When appropriate, bilingual liturgies are encouraged and available. You will be expected to 
organize the prayers in advance with your Presider.   Please let Andrew know ASAP so we can secure a 
presider who is bilingual.   

Q.  Can we pick any music that we want?   
A.  That depends.  Music is the voice of the soul. It greatly enhances the celebration of marriage. It uplifts 
the spirit of prayer and encourages those who are assembled to make an expression of faith.  Before any 
music is chosen, a good look at the marriage rite is essential in order to understand when and what types of 
music are appropriate.  Start by selecting the readings to be proclaimed. Once chosen, your readings can be 
the guide in selecting the music and prayer texts.  Wedding music, like all Church music, requires a level of 
artistic integrity.  
 
Three key questions could be posed in this regard: 
1. Is the music suited to the nature of this religious celebration? 
2. Is the music technically, religiously, and expressively suitable? 
3. Will this music help those attending to pray? 

Live music is almost always more appropriate at weddings than recorded music.  The parish Music Director 
will offer some guidance here in the choice of music and will approve all music selections.  Remember, your 
guests are not spectators, they are participants in the wedding liturgy.  They should be singing!   
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Q.  Can we drop flower pedals down the aisle?  Can we throw rice, confetti, or flower pedals inside or 
outside. 
A.  Sorry, but no.  Please advise your guests that confetti, rice, flower petals, or any other objects are not to 
be dropped or thrown on church property, inside or out.  Please respect the Church and its grounds so it 
can be enjoyed for the next celebration.   

Q.  What about other decorations for the Church? 
A.  Since your wedding is a religious ceremony and St. Joe’s is quite large, there is no need to go crazy with 
flowers, candles, and other decorations.  Flower arrangements can be set on either side of the altar, usually 
on stands which we have or that can be provided from your florist.   You can also put flowers in front of the 
ambo (lectern where Scriptures are read) as well as in front of the soloist stand if you wish.  We have many 
plants around the Church and these can also be moved around as long as they are put back.  Pew bows are 
to be tied or clipped to the pews (please no tape or tacks).  We usually have a few pew bows around so let 
Andrew know if you wish to reserve them.   

You are responsible for removing all pew bows and flowers after the wedding. It is a good idea to designate 
another person to do this. Often after the wedding everyone is a little excited and sometimes the flowers 
and other items are forgotten.  Just like a walk in the woods, you will want to leave the space as if you were 
never there.  You are welcome to leave your “altar” flowers at the Church as a donation if you wish.   

Q.  Is the Church air-conditioned? 
A.  The Church is not air-conditioned but it is generally comfortable.  It can be warm during an extreme heat 
wave.  It is helpful to bring a supply of water for the bride and groom, preferably in a re-usable water bottle 
as bottled water is detrimental to the environment. We will keep the kitchen in the church entrance open 
so your guests can get water from the taps. 

Q.  What about photographs? 
A.  Photographs or videos may be taken as the wedding party enters the church and leaves, but not to the 
detriment of the movement of the bridal party or the priest, or deacon, who is presiding. 

During the actual liturgy, it is most appropriate for photos to be taken only by the official photographer 
(professional or amateur). The same applies to video photography. This gives all your family and friends the 
opportunity to witness and enjoy the celebration with you.  These moments are to be experienced.  The 
photographer should be inconspicuous and positioned at the sides or in a place that is not intrusive or in 
the way of the ritual itself. This is respectful to the church and the ritual as well as to your guests.  A good 
photographer is not even noticed.  We’ve even seen couples start their ceremony with a gentle invitation 
like: “We thank you for being here and are honoured by your presence and prayers. Since we have a 
professional photographer, we ask the rest of you to relax, put away your cameras, and share fully with us 
during this ceremony. There will be plenty of time for pictures throughout the day.”  This gentle note could 
also be put in your printed program if you have one.  A PDF of “Notes to the Wedding Photographer” is on 
our website.  Please give a copy to your photographer/videographer.   
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Q.  Are children welcome? 
A. Yes!  Children are warmly welcomed and bring a natural life and enthusiasm to any event.  It can even be 
helpful to find age-appropriate ways that they can be involved.  Most children do not want to stand still in 
front of a crowd for very long!  Feel free to ask Andrew for some ideas.  There is a section in the back of the 
Church called “My Little Church” and has a small table and chairs for our young participants who may wish 
to play, colour, etc.   

Q.  What do we have to wear? 
A.  Despite expectations, you can wear what you choose as long as it is appropriate for a religious 
ceremony.  Women need not buy an expensive wedding dress and men need not rent tuxedos.  This is up to 
the couple but remember to put the emphasis on your love for each other and the witness you will be for 
the world as you model the love of God.   Modesty in a sacred place is always expected and appreciated.   

Q.  Can we use an aisle runner? 
A.  This is not recommended.  Our marble floors are beautiful and the aisle is very, very long.     

Q.  Does the bride have to wear a veil? 
A.  No.  There is very little that a couple “has to do” in the traditional sense…just the important things like: 
showing up, having discerned that they are ready to enter into this covenant with each other and God, 
provide 2 witnesses, and exchange binding, life-long vows to each other!  You must also get all your 
paperwork into the parish on-time!  Most everything else is optional.   

Q.  Can St. Joe’s help us with our paperwork even though we are getting married in another diocese?   
A.  Yes.  If you are local to Ottawa but are getting married somewhere else in the world, we can assist with 
the necessary paperwork.  There is a fee of $50 for non-parishioner couples.  Please note that we need 
plenty of time since your paperwork needs to go through us to the Archdiocese of Ottawa, to the Diocese 
where you are getting married, and finally to the Church where you are getting married.  We take care of 
getting your file mailed, but we need a complete file before we start the process.  Contact Andrew Pump to 
alert him of this.   

Q.  How do we keep track of all the paperwork?   
A.  You will find on our website a Checklist for Couples.  This will help you to know when you have turned in 
the required paperwork. We celebrate many weddings here at St. Joe’s so please refer to this Wedding 
Guide before calling the parish with your questions.  If we have missed some common Q and A, please tell 
us.  We want to help you plan well.   

Q.  If our guests park in the Church lot for our wedding, and our reception is nearby, can our guests leave 
their cars in the Church lot? 
A.  Yes, HOWEVER, their guest parking pass is only good for the wedding ceremony.  If any car remains in 
the lot after the ceremony, the owner must then:  1) pay the meter for the time the car will remain in the 
lot, 2) display the meter receipt on their car dashboard, and 3) move the vehicle to the lot that is located 
behind the school.    


